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5 Fellow Countrymen, F 


HE peculiar cireumſtanges of the bebe 
times have induced me to 57 bales, go - 


0 followitia refleQions. | * 5 


1 ama young man in trade, have a large fa 
_ mily, and very forcibly experience. the heav 
1 re, occaſioned by t 
price of the. neceſſarie of lite > Senſible, how- 
ever, that-the government. ot my country 5," | 
4 8 relpects . themſelyes io the utmoſt,. 
in order chat each individual in the nation thould Fe 
- be ſecure and happy, I could not torbear en- 


- couraging in tay on mind, the greateſt indig- 6 eb 


ie preſent extreme . at 2 
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nation againſt thoſe perſons Who Were reported „ 


to. mond poliae every article of proviſion: and 
on bearing one evening, that they were ſound 


out, and th at revenge Was to be taken on them 
I made che beſt of 5 


5 Nu fo laudable ag ze when TOOK 
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to the appointed place, I found myſelf to be under 
a very ſcrious miſtake; ior, inſtead of monopoli- 
zers, ſaid to be diſcovered, behold the ſhop- 
keepers turned out to be reſpectable tradeſmen 3 
and inſtead of meeting with fellow ſufferers, from 
the preſent ſcarcity, whom I had conceived Welte 


about to uſe meaiis of revenge, I beheld thoſe 


plunder and ſteal, to brea 


very ſhops beſet by a gang of the moſt daring and 
profligate of jne1—-with apparent diſpoſitions to 

L up, pull down, and 
deltroy—to exccute the baſeſt practices which 
their hearts could conceive. Theſe circum- 
ſtances occaſioned me to reproach myſelf for my 
folly in having left my owsr home, and to wiſh 
mylelt ſafe there again, leſt I might either be 
uſcd ill by ſuch ill-principled mes, and bad in- 
elined boys, or be deſervediy taken into cuſtody for 
aſſembling with wicked deugning people: I was 
therefore haſteniug homewards, when the-ſound 
of the drum echoed in my ear; this cauſed 
any heart to rejoice within me, and  raifed 


hopes which I iocn bad the corjolation to 


fee realized: for, on proceeding towards m 
home, 1 had the plealure to fee a body of my 
countrymen collected, all active, alert, and uni- 
formly attired, equiped with arms, and the ne- 
ceflary accoutremeits for preventing the further 
proceedings of diſorder and tumult.— The word 
of command alone was neceſlary to enable thoſe 
worthy protec.ors of our Country Zzealouſly io 
bear With every inſult, and courageouſly to de- 
fend their neighbours from further 11jury 3 which 
having gecerived, they immediately marched, 
ſoo1n'';ut a ftop to the tuinuituous pioceed- 
ings of thoſe miſled people, and defeated the 
wicked intentions of this idle bandittti; like 
faichful to their king and country, and to the 
true cauſe of humanity. | 


The evil deſigns of theſe depredators, how- 


,Evtr, though thus poſtponed for the preſent, were 
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not entirely overturned; for they tiotouſſy af- 
- ſembled at the corn market on the following 
Monday, where they loudly mage uſe of threaten- 
ing and abuſive language, to the very yerions, 
who in their lawful callings, expoſe their corn, 
&c. for general conſumption—at the ſame time 
their unlawful aſſembling and their outrageous 
behaviour prevented many laborious tradeſmen 
from purſuing their occupations : Their conduct 


produced the worſt effects; for, by hindering. 


the ſupply from reaching the market, they there- 
by occaſioned an advance in the price of cor 
Which otherwiſe muſt have fallen the, ſame day. 


How far their depredations might have extended, 


J will not pretend to ſay, their conduct being 
better ſuited tor the conſideration of the palice, 
- than for that of individuals: hut I rejoice in the 
conſideration, that the firmyeſs and vigilance of 
the City magiſtrates and Volunteer Corps ſoon 


put an end to their deſtructive proceedings. Ie 


. N * 7. . . - * 
reſtection on this and ſimilar occurrences in the 


kingdom muſt ſurely conſtrain us highly to eſteem 


thoſe nobly-patriotic aſſociations: they claim 
our beft thanks: may cheir baſis be firm and laſt- 
ing; their zeal inzrealing—may they curn a deaf 
. ear to the inſidious artificesof the dilalfeted: the 
more zealouſly they maintain what they have fo 
laadably undertaken, the more will they merit 


eſteem from their king and country—they will 


find many a patriotic man attached to their 
caufe, and ſhould it even be neceflary (which 
God ſorbid) to repel an enemy, wit in or without, 


1 feel 10 Wel the belief, that t eke are num- | 


bers, who (unknown to them) would. ajd and aſ- 
fiſt them to the utmoſt, tn the ſame ſacred duty. 

To return\to my flibjet,—My friends, it is 
too true, that we are at this moment labouring 


upder very grievous diitreſs in the neceſſary : 


. 75 2 44 ? eas G0 © 1 . 
articles of life; at the ſame+time, believe me, riot- 


ous and tumultuous behaviour muſt prove the 
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worſt reſource. As it is alike general through. 
out the whole kingdom, it cannot be poſſible to 


fix a pecuhar redreſs in th:s or that particular 
| Htuation. | Vidtence and diſorder can never pro- 


cure a ſolid afturance of general benefit—l am 
happy to aſture'y6u, that other, and ſafer methods 


are at this moment purſuing, by 8 pro- 


perly authorizedy/and well qualified fo the pur- 


poſc, for the detecting, improper conduct, ex- 


ploring the naturè of exiſting evils, affixing the 
beſt proportioned remedy and redreſs, and who 
are Well acquainted with our! individual neceſ- 
fities—znd"the late repeated for wardneſs of the 


higher ranks in this nation to alleviate the ſuffer» 


ings of the induftricus poor, is ſuſficient to ani- 
mate our cxertiors i our ſeveral callings, and 


to encourage ourrehance on their protection and 
defence. i | 


- 


Let us, therefore, my fellow countrymen, 
caſt off every diſmay; let us firmly attend to 
Frhe ſeveral callings in. which it has 

pleaſed God to ſtation us: let us encourage-evety 
diſpoſition to induſtry and frugality—examples” 


which we daily ſee the honorable men of our land 


exhorting us to follow : let us diligently employ 
the ſix working days of the week to our ſeparate 
bufineſs; and, as proviſions are at high prices, 
by ſobriety and. regularity let us (if health and 


Krength permit) endeavour to devote an eartzer 


morning, and a later evening hour to our ſeveral 
occupations, that ſo We may the better be ena- 
bled, by, God's bleſſing on our endeavours, ' ta 


provide for our families in theſe times of ex- 
_ tremity, Which peradventure may enable us to 


overcome the pangs that are ſo commonly com- 
plained of, and by which we may ge the more 


enabled to hallow the ſeventh, the day ſet apart 


by God himſelf for his ſervice, inſtead of idling 


away that holy day in fluggiſhneſs, in purſuit of 
trifling amuſement, or vaituly preſtituting the 
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time allotted to the ſacred duties under fallaci- 4 

ous and dangerous pretences. 5 
I fay, let us remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy: in reſting from our weekly labour, | 
let us ſeek, reſt for our immortal fouls: let us 4 
attend the aſſemblies of our brethren in the houſe 
of God: let us heartily join in the unanimous 8 | 
thankſgtvings, for benefits heretofore received; 
and fervently implore the neceſſary bleſſings | 
which we may conhdently hope to receive from 
the giver of every good and perfect gift: let us 
ftrictly pay attention to the petitions of our holy 
religion, remembering, that they are heard by 
Him, who giveth more. abundantly than we can 
either aſk or think :—further, let us attend to the 
diſcourſes of our ſeveral paſtors, and reflect upon 
their good inſtructions ;, praying that the 
bleſſing of God may attend their labours to our 
individual advantage, both for the life that now 

is, and that which is to come. If, in returning 
from the houſe of God, we notice-the deport- 
ment of ſome pious neighbour who. accompanies 
us, we muſt obſerve his peaceful demeanour—his. 
ſtation in life procures him perhaps much leis for 
providing ſubſiſtence than we obtain; yet, we 
muſt admire the decent appearance of his wife 
and children; with him they have attended at 
the houſe of God—cheerfulneſs and gratitude 
have beamed on their countenance, In this path 
of duty he has received the attendant conſola- 
tions: his private ſentiments breathe the ac- 
Eknowledgments of thankfulneſo.—“ i thank my 
God,” ſays he, that I am ſo well off as I fee} 
myſelt; though ſome are loudly complaining, 

F doubt not but that I ſhall be able to obtain 
bread for my wife and family—at any rate L will 
ſtrive hard for it, while my health is ſpared, * .. 
and my buſineſs continued, knowing chat * Ahe 
Lord will not forſake the poor and needy.” In 
bim will I truſt—I will endeavour to work hard. 
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in the week days will keep the ſeventh holy; 


and ſhould I yet. be diſtrefled, I will apply to ſome 
of "thoſe Mmy countrymen, whoſe hands and 


hearts are ever open to the neceſſities of the poor, 


and who are devoting their time, their talents, 
and their property, for the benefit and fupport of 
the deſerving neceſſitous. In this conſolation, 


and in my reliance on Providence I firmly reſt, 


requeſting that I may be always guided by the 

counſel of God.? 3 * : N 
This example, my friends, may, I truſt, in- 

cite us to walk in ſimilar ſteps; if ſo, we need 


not doubt but the enriched part of our fellow 


countrymen. will conſider our diſtreſſes. 

From the earlieſt ages; hiſtory uniformly ſhews 
the neceſſity of different degrees and ſtations in 
life amongſt mankind, and the language of the 
holy ſcripture is ſo plain, that he who runs 
may read and underſtand it. The body is not 
one member, but many, ſays an inſpited writer 
in the New Teſtament the eye cannot ſay to 


the hand, I have no need of thee—nor the head 
to the feet, I have no need of you. As we are 


therefore members one of another, and as men 
Cannot all follow one particular occupation, ſo 
there muſt be ſuch, who are noble, deſervin 

eſteem and reſpect; and ſuch alſo as are meth 
for the laborious employments. Theſe perſons 
neceflarily ſepaiate into high and low—rich and 
poor: the benefits to the deſerving are however 
obvious; and for years paſt there has been à ſo- 
ciety.of gentlemen, of the higheſt rank in life, 
who are benevolently making uſe* of every poſ- 
fible means, to redreſs the hardthips which the 
laborious are the moſt expoſed to, and to leſien 


their burthens : even the helpleſs infants, who 
are occupied as chimney-{weepers, are ranked 
under their protection. Our gracious king. 


imſelf joins in this fatherly undertaking ; an 


we ſee our nobles and great men united for the 


* 
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purpoſes of bettering the condition and increaſing - 


the comforts of the poor: nay, ſo great is the 
zeal of many in the higher ſtations, for promot- 
ing the happineſs of the induſtrious labourer, that 
they thereby deprive themſelves of thoſe comforts 
and enjoyments, which their rank in life juſtly 
intitles them to; and they devote their time, their 
talents, and their property, to obtain, comfort 
and benefit for the labourious poor, working as 
hard for the attainment of theſe ends, as any of 
us can do for our daily bread. * 5 
Surely we ought to congratulate each other, 
and to bleſs God for having ptaced over us ſuch 
miniſters for our good: but their labours are 
not confined to us only for the preſent, for in- 
ſtitutions are every where eſtabliſhed thraugh- 
out the country, to provide: for and fupport us 
under eyery misfortune that might ſuddenly 
overtake us, or our poſterity. If we look around 
we ſhall behold—aſylums tor helpleſs orprans— 
. receptions for the unfortunate female—inititu- 
tions for the protection of our wives in child-bed 
—and public ſchools, in every diſtrict, for in- 
ſtructing our children in their duties both to- 
wards God and towards their neighbour.* With 
a parents eye. do they look forward jor our in- 


. *fants—they place them to. learn che moſt uſeful 


. trades; they protect them from ill uſage. by 
their maſters: and frequently beſtow a tum of 


money to our young men when they have em- 


pleted their ſervitude. From the toltering 
care of ſuch Pe of our land, we may daily 
ſee their good works carried on by the vexy per- 


ſons who themſelyes have partaken of ſuch be- 
nevolence, Many eminent tradefinen, in all our 
cities, have received their protection in youth, 
and their inſtruction in buiineſs, from theſe.va- 
luable inſtitutions : proving the truth of the lan- | 

* See the liſt at large of charitable inſtitutions by - . 
H. Grimſtone, Eſq. TS 04-06" 2 | 
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guage in an excellent pamphlet J have read with 


great pleaſure called © Reform or Ruin,“ (4 work 


too good to be neglected at this time) My 


fellow-countrymen,” fays the worthy author, in 
addreſſing himſelf from the King to us, (if you 
behave well, God and good men will affiſt you.“ 


Ves, my good friends, we have many living w- 


neſles of this truth. let every induſtrious me- 
chanic encourage his honeſt intentions with the 


fame well grounded hope. 


The late reſpectable Mr. Benjamin Kenton 
was one who experienced the truth of the above 
remark—the hand of charity protected his youth, 


and placed him out apprentice in trade; which, 


by God's blefling on his endeavours, and by the 
aſſiſtance of good men, ſo proſperouſly increaſed, 
that his es Bans abundant ; and he bequeathed 
many thouſands, for the ſupporc and extenſion. 
of charitable purpoſes. Thus, for our children, 


have we the. pleaſing aſſufance, that charity never 


faileth: and that for the poor, the Lord will pro- 
vide. The conſolations of the labourer are ſuch, 
however, as all of our countrymen cannot ſhare 
in, Should the frowns of Providence overtake 
thoſe who, by. bicthright, are entitled to enjoy 
aftiuence and plenty, and were we to become 
witneſſes of their ſorrows, we ſhould then readily 
own ourſelves better off than they: their feelings 
are more acute andÞ/diitreifing than 'we can'pol- 


ſibly deſcribe or coneeive. My friends, was the 
ability of my head equal te the intencions of 
my heart, I might fay many other things, by way 

of conſolation under our preſent difficulties. It 


is ſufficient oWever for us, from What J have 
oefote ſtated, to reſt aſſured that the time will 


come, when our provilions will be much cheaper 
perhaps more realonable than we can antici- 
pate: may that time ſpeedily arrive! Although 
I am not acquainted with the farming butinels, 


will I have reaſon to believe, that the produce 
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of eur late Harveſt can ſcarcely now be aſcer- 
tained; a fmall bart of the corn can only be 
yet thraſhed out.— Let him who wichholds his 
corn unjuſtly from the poor, remember that God 
Will be his judge. * ; 


I fear that ſeveral, who: may read theſe re- 


flections, may accuſe themſelyes as inſtrumental” 
to the keeping up the preſent thigh price ot 


proviſions, by the example which they ſet to thoſe 
in. their employ, and by their injudicious practices 


in keeping of horſes, gigs, arid country-houſes 
attending play- houfes and other public amuſe- 
ments—frequenting the watering places in the 
country —-and other idle practices, Which, per- 


haps, had better be diſcontinued even when 


ſeaxcity did not prevail: becauſe they are induced 


thereby to launch into ſuch extreme expenſes, 
that a moderate profit on their goods cannot allow . 


of.* I would, therefore, exhort ſuch perſons to 
leave off thoſe practices, and to devote the time 
ſo miſpent to the attention of their reſpective 
callings ; by which means, it is more than pro- 


bable, they may in due time be enabled.to enjoy - 


the conveniences of life, without prejudicing their 
character or credit. The tradeiman always ap- 
pears to his beſt advantage in the quality and cha- 
racter ot a tradeſman; and to be ambitious in ap- 


pearing to be what we are not, is the ture method 


to dilplace us: from what we ny are. The dan- 
ger of modern doctrines of equality muſt be well 
known to all the conſiderate among us. Thoſe 


who are conſtrained toemploy domeſtics, need go. 


no farther than their own door to ſee what 
equalicy. would naturally tend to: .for J am per- 
ſuaded each of us may have ſeen a diſpolition 
. prevatling among our ſervants to become our 
maſters. Equality] dreadful delulion! may the 
repetition of that term be bfotted out from the 
* I truſt the late income tax may be of ſervice in 
this important particular. - R 
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memory of this nation; and may all my fellow- 
countrymen maintain and proſecute their ſeveral 
reſpective callings as they ought to do; recollect- 
10 Joya God, not man, has ſtationed them therein. 

et us not indulge prejudice againſt any par- 
ticular part of our countrymen—prejudice hurts 
every cauſe. I regret that ſome worthy perſons, 
termed Quakers, ſhould have been ill treated; 
many of them, to my knowledge, are great friends 
to humanity, and honourable ſubjects to our 
King. It is ſufficient for us to begin at home, 
without interfering in our neighbours concerns: 


if we reform our own abuſes, if we abridge our 


expences where we can, and deal out our money 


alone for. neceſſaries, perhaps we may thereby 


be enabled to me forward through the calamity 
of ſcarcity. The loudeſt complaints, I obſerve, : 
are made by ſuch as received ſo high wages for-' 
merly, as to cauſe them to be indifferent in 


working more than half the week; ſpending. 


their time and their money for two days at the 
alehouſe, and devoting a third to their bed, for 
the ill-conceived purpole of repairing the injury 
thus brought on their conſtitutions; making the 
buſineſs of their maſters ſubject to diladvantage 
by their neglect; whereby the public at large 
are diſappointed, and the employer greatly in- 
jured in being unable to fulfil his engagements' 
to his cuſtomers, My friends,.theſe things 4 * 
not to be; let us, in future, be ſober in our | 
haviour, and vigilant in our occupations. | 
Our ſituation, bad as it is, has not hitherto ex- 
perienced the, miſeries of the ſiſter kingdom. I 
have been informed, by the moſt reſpectable autho-' . 
rity, that many a poor man, after the labours of the 
day, in "Re a has beep obliged to walk nine miles 


to get meal, for his family, and often to return 
back to bis famiſhing children without a mor el. 
Many, in the 


middgling claſſes of life, have there 
to dine on a potatoe or a turnip. 


been 
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Further, my friends, let me earneſtly entreat 
you to extend your attention co very branch of 
your families; uſe every poſſible means to train 
up your children in the nurture and aumont- 
tion of the Lord: and refrain not from counſe!- 
ling ſuch as go out in the world, always to pur- 
ſue their occupation with fidelity and difpatcli— 
cautioning them to beware of loitering on their 
errands at any ihew; or ſhop, or ballad-ltall, 
where dangerous articles are put into the hands 
of our youths, which oftentimes prove the fore- 
runner of many evils; and probably may tend 
to deitroy both their bodies and ſouls: for, in the 
bud of fancy, and before the parents may con- 
ceive-their children avle to diſcera good from 
evil, they are excited to indulge bad inclinations, 
by the infamous practices employed in different 
parts of large towiis, in the expoſing indecent 
prints and obſcene ſongs and papers, to allure 
our youths; by which baſe meaiis, it is more 
than probable, many have been led on into the 
path of deſtructi- un. As the ſafeſt and beſt anti- 
dote againſt theſe deadly puilons, I would recom. 
mend you to teach your children the hly ſcrip. 
tures, never Conſider your homes furniineu with. 
out the Bible. I would, likewwife, recommend 

our attention to ſome moſt admirable tracts, to 
be procured at the ſmalleſt prices, chiefly written 
by the learned and pious Mrs. H. ore, to wham 
the thanks of our country are juitiy due; the 
excellent leſſons of Mrs. Frimme., &c. &:, I 
ain rejoiced to inform you, alſo, that a ſ.;ciety 
of gentlemen are taking every poiſible means to 
counteract ſuch wicked proceedings; they have 
been thus employed tor ſome years pait, aud have 
done much public ſervice: ſtill, however, tuck 
evils do exiſt—a bad man finds out ſome way or 
other, for a while, to defeat the good nas 
object. Many ſnares are laid to entrap our 
youths by the idle and profligate; ſome of whom, 
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in genteel attire, in apparent drunkenneſs, and 
by various other artifices, conttive to find out 


the nature of the errands. Which our youths are 


ſent on; they chiefly direct cheir object to ſuch 


as have the charge of packages: and after ac- 


_ coſting the child, and queſtioning him coucern- 


„ 


ing his errand (having their accomplices at r; 
P 


they contrive, through back avenues and da 
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ages, to moet him face to face, and ſurprize | 
che youth; who, liſtening innocently to their 


idle tale, is frequently, and even at noon day, 


plundered of his package, which, perhaps, may 
never be compenſated for, and the loſs may 
reduce his mailer to diſtreſs, | Let us therefore 


train up our 'ohi{dremin the way they ſhould go, 


that, when they are old, they may not depart _ 

My friends, I truft, that by paying attention _ 
to theſe duties, we thall contribute more to 
the advantage of ourſelves, our children, our 


relations and friends, than by expreſſions 


” 
. $4 


happiness, 1 now bid you farewell. 


. —endeavouring each co affiſt ms neighbour as 
much as poſſble, remembering, that he who 
labouxreth to do his duty in the preſent life, will 
meet his reward in che nie to come; wihimng 
vou, ny friends and countrymen, proſperity: and 
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_ of. diſcontent. at our rulers and governors ; 
for certain it is, we can never have a better 
Fing—live under à happier government—be 
regulated by ſecuret laws or conſoled and com- 


forted by a purer religion. 
I am happy in congratulating you on the 
means for redrefling indidual burchens, which 
the Nveral pariſhes are now occupied in- may 
every ſucceis attend their undertakings. We 
may from hence receiye redoubled encourage- 


ment, zealouſly to fallow our xgſpectixe callings 
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